
ICEBREAKER  
Briefly share with the group an experience where you felt “alone” in a group. How did you feel? 
 
Scripture Reading: Acts 2:42-47 
There is an increasing trend in our society towards individualism. Even church congregations have taken this 
attitude. This cultural influence towards privatization of faith leads to loneliness and indifferent communities. 
But God has always had a better plan for his people.  He has called us not only to be individuals who believe in 
him but also a community that belongs to him. He invites us to live, worship, serve and grow in the context of 
community. In Acts 2:42-47 God outlines four loves that guides how we should related with each other in the 
community of faith: Love for God, Love for God’s people, Love for God’s Word and Love for God’s work. 
 

1. Love for God is the foundation of our Christian community 
I. “It is impossible to love God’s people without loving God first.” How does this understanding 

change how you relate with God and his people? 

II. What are the practical steps that you can take, individually and as a group, to express your 

devotion to God? How can you help one another to grow in your relationship with God? 

 

2. Love for God’s people empowers us for authentic relationships in our Christian community  
A REAL group is “a place to connect with real people, a place to identify needs, a place to express 
generosity, a place to connect with God as you connect with his people and a place to bring glory and 
honour to his name because you have become what he envisioned in his mind.” 

I. The early church was “devoted” to living in fellowship. Devoted here means to be “persisting 
tenaciously in” fellowship. What are some of the benefits of being in fellowship like this? What 
are the practical steps you can take to strengthen the fellowship in your REAL group? 

II. You cannot love someone who you are not connected with!  

a) What hinders you from having fellowship and purposeful relationships with other 

Christians? 

b) What are some of the practical things that you can do as a group to enhance 

connections had will lead real and authentic relationship?  

III. What does it mean in Acts 2:44 that “all who believed were together and had all things in 
common?” What does that look like? What is the purpose (Acts 4:32-37)? 

IV. Isaiah 61:1-3 outlines the mission of Jesus Christ. As a group, what mechanism can you put in 
place to help you determine and respond to the needs among yourselves and within your 
community? Think of one person in your group who is hurting. How can you show your love 
for this person in the coming week? 

3. Application and prayer 

1. Fellowship is more than just being friends with Christians and hanging out sometimes. It is 

friendship with a spiritual purpose. As a group commit to have deep, meaningful relationships that 

will encourage you, keep you accountable and help you grow. 

2. In groups of two pray for each other that you will remain committed to God and His people 
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Scripture Reading (NIV) 
 
Acts 2:42-47 

The Fellowship of the Believers 

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 
43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers 

were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had 

need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate 

together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 

added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

 

Act 4:32-37 

The Believers Share Their Possessions 

32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but 

they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the 

Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all 34 that there were no needy persons among 

them. For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35 and 

put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need. 

36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son of encouragement”), 
37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ feet. 

Isaiah 61:1-3 

The Year of the LORD’s Favor 

61 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, 

    because the LORD has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

    to proclaim freedom for the captives 

    and release from darkness for the prisoners,[a] 
2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor 

    and the day of vengeance of our God, 

to comfort all who mourn, 
3     and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 

to bestow on them a crown of beauty 

    instead of ashes, 

the oil of joy 

    instead of mourning, 

and a garment of praise 

    instead of a spirit of despair. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

    a planting of the LORD 

    for the display of his splendor. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+61%3A1-3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18845a

