
ICEBREAKER 
Discuss with the team the phrase “spectators are the best players”. With a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answer, citing only one reason, do 
you think this attitude has crept into the church matters service?

Read 1 Peter 4:7-11
1. The incentive to serve.

In 1 Peter 4:7-8, the scriptures, written about 2000 years ago, remind us that the end of all things was near then, 
definitely nearer now. For this reason Peter admonishes that believers must increasingly build our love for God 
in prayer, and strengthen our love for each other in service.
a) In what ways is the soon coming of our Lord an incentive to serve one another? Are you able to sight any other 

scripture references to support your answer? 

2. The instruction to serve.
In verse 9-10, the scriptures instruct that, without grumbling, we should serve one another with the gifts that God 
has given us, affirming that each one has been given a gift tom serve. This is also illustrated in 1 Corinthians 12:1-11. 
Here we see the universality of the gifts, their uniqueness in each of us and our obligation therefore to serve in the
church.

a) Sharing amongst yourselves, let everyone hear what the group sees as his/her primary gifts. List down what 
everyone says about you. Do you agree?
(For some listings of the gifts for Christian service see 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 , Ephesians 4:7-13 and Romans 
12:3-8.)

b) What are some opportunities in the community, real group or the Church where your gift can be useful?
c) Have you been serving the group or the church with any of these gifts? Why or why not?

If you have, continue. If you have not, get accountability from the group and a timeline within which first 
you will serve the group and later the church as a whole.

3. The intention of service
In verse 11, the scriptures assert that the goal of all Christian service is the glory of God, through Christ Jesus, by 
whom our service is acceptable before God. However we are many times so prone to seeking vain glory and 
human appraisal above the appraisal of God. Sometimes, we stop serving when our service goes unnoticed 
revealing that their service wasn’t really for God.

a) What other signs reveal that as we serve, we are not truly seeking the glory of Christ?
b) What are some practical things we can do as we serve:-

i. To ensure that even when we are not acknowledged in our service, we are not entrapped with 
the desire for vain glory?

ii. To ensure that when we are greatly acknowledge for our service, we do not become proud?
Prayer:

∑ Pray for each other that God would protect us from vain glory and pride even when we serve in exemplary ways.
∑ Ask the lord to help you see unique opportunities through which u can serve the church
∑ Pray that God would strengthen us for service and that by it His kingdom will continue to expand and cover the 

whole earth.
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
1 Peter 4:7-11 (NIV)
The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray. Above all, love each other 
deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each of you 
should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. If 
anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the 
strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power 
for ever and ever. Amen.

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 (NIV)
Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. You know that when you 

were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. Therefore I want you to know that no 
one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy 
Spirit. There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are different kinds of service, but the 
same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.
Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is given through the Spirit a 
message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same 
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another 
distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation 
of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he 
determines.


