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FOR THE WEEK 

OF:  

“26th to 31st August 2019” 

SERMON TITLE: “This is my local church” 

 

 

 

ICE BREAKER:  

Share with the group an instance  where someone hurt or wronged you and you found it hard to forgive them. Are 
you still harboring bitterness against them? 

 

SCRIPTURE READING:  

Read Luke 23: 32-43, Hebrews 4:16, 2Corinthians 5:16-19, Romans 3:23-24 

 

STUDY:  

1. During the reign of the Roman Empire, the punishment for all capital offense was death by crucifixion. 
Barabbas deserved such a death but in his stead, Christ was hung. Mercy is manifest when you do not 
get the negative you deserve for example punishment for sin. Grace is manifest when you get 
something good you never qualified to have for example forgiveness of sins. We need the Mercy and 
grace of God for our daily living. 

● In what ways have you tried to earn the mercies of God? . 
● Read Hebrews 4:16. In light of this verse, what things have hindered you from approaching 

the throne of grace confidently? 
●   Share what stands out for you in the Lord's prayer. 

2. The mercy and grace of God is offered to all (vs 34).The Lord does not treat us as we deserve as a result 
of our deeds.  

● Describe the character of God portrayed by this act of love. 
● Read 2corinthians 5:16-19. What is our role in the ministry  that Christ has given us? 
● What are some of the things that have motivated you to share the good news of salvation in 

Christ with those who do not know him? 
 

 

3. God’s mercy and grace can be rejected. The Lord created the human being with a free will. 

●  Read Romans 3:23 24.How does a proper view of this verse influence our thinking about our 
relationship with God? 

● In Luke 23:41 one of the criminals on the cross experienced the forgiveness of Christ and 
was received into paradise. What does this portray about the sovereignty of God. 

 



 

 

R.E.A.L Groups Ministry 

Weekly Sermon Study 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                          2 | Page 

         Hatua of the week 
            
         Take time  to pray as a group the Lord's prayer. Carefully, meditate and ponder on its words. Examine 
Christ's forgiveness to us and the expectation to forgive those who wrong us. Take time to confess and ask 
for forgiveness. Forgive those who have wronged you. 

 
PRAYER POINTS 

● Pray that the Lord will soften our hearts towards those who have hurt us that we may forgive them 

● Pray that we will be faithful and committed in sharing the good news of salvation in Christ with 

others 

 

 

Scriptures (NIV) 

Luke 23:32-43 

32. Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 33 When they came to the place 
called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals- one on his right, the other on his left.34 Jesus 
said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting 
lots. 35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others: let him save 
himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.” 36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered 
him wine vinegar 37 and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 38 There was a written notice above 
him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: 
“Aren’t you the Christ? save yourself and us!” 40But the other criminal rebuked him. Don’t you fear God, “he said, 
“since you are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. 
But this man has done nothing wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.” 43Jesu answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

Hebrew 4:16 

Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us 
in our time of need. 

2Corinthians 5:16-19 

16So from now on we regard no-one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, 
we do so no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 
18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 
that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has 
committed to us the message of reconciliation. 

Romans 3:23-24 

23For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 
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